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FROM THE PRESIDENT: 

 
Brown Countians welcome the birds and blooms that tell us Spring is 
returning.  However, the joy of this season’s renewed life has been marred 
by the loss of a beloved and respected community member, Dr. Carol 
Walker.  
Carol Walker did not reach her educational goals in a traditional manner.  
After leaving college to become wife and later a mother, she delayed 
returning to college.  Carol became an IU student when her children were 
older.  At IU she received both Bachelors and Masters degrees. In 1982 she 
became the first woman to be accepted to the IU doctoral program in school 
administration.  This led to Carol becoming the 4th woman in the state of 
Indiana to become a school superintendent.  Carol Walker served our 
school corporation 17 years as principal (Sprunica and Van Buren) and 8 
years as superintendent.  Even in retirement she continued to serve children 
through her involvement in organizations including becoming a Guardian ad 
Litem, standing for children’s rights for those she represented.   
She will be remembered for her personal contributions to education in 
Brown County, for her devotion to children, to learning, to reading, and her 
personal mentoring to so many of us.  We have lost her smiling face, but we 
hold onto the precious memories of her friendship and her leadership.  Her 
legacy continues through The Carol Walker Thank a Teacher Fund 
managed by the Brown County Community Foundation. 
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President � 
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     bevlgtrmn@aol.com  
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   Judy Jones  
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Secretary � 
   Jean Chambers  
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     chambe855je@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer 
 Linda Todd  
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   ljtodd@gmail.com  
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   Susan Ridge  
      812-988-7776  
     ridgesk7@gmail.com  
 
   Jan Swigert � 
       812-988-8978      
        swigertbj@gmail.com  
 
Legislation Chairperson       
   Kathy Smith-Andrew  
      317-878-4826       
      katsmith@indiana.edu  
 
Public Relations /Newsletter 
   Jan Smith 
      317-445-0987         
      teachme46164@yahoo.com 
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MEETING CALENDAR 

Your Board has planned what we hope to be interesting and informative 
meetings for this year.  Mark your calendars!  As always, we ask that you 
R.S.V.P. no later than the Friday prior to the scheduled meeting.  
 
 
MAY 14   
Tour of Eagle Manufacturing at Brown County High School 
We will have the tour BEFORE lunch.  You may park in the Casa del Sol 
parking lot and walk over. Please be at BCHS 10-15 minutes early to sign in 
at the office before the 11:00 tour.  (Having a driver’s license to check in 
speeds up the process.)   
After the tour we will walk back to Casa for our meeting and lunch.  You will 
be ordering from the menu.  
 

 
JUNE 11 
Tour of T.C. Steele  
Bring a sack lunch to enjoy on the grounds before the tour.  BCRTA will 
provide drinks.  If you prefer, eat on your own before arriving for the tour.  
There is NO charge for lunch, but there is a $7 fee to enter the site.  Tour 
begins at 1:00. 
We will suspend the official business meeting, but BC Schools 
Superintendent Laura Hammack will be present to inform us of a possible 
opportunity for retired teachers. 

 
 
SEPTEMBER 10 Methodist Church   Lunch $14 
The Woodworkers 3 
Charlie Roush, Bill Swigert, and Bill Walters will share their love of creating 
with wood.   
 
 
OCTOBER 8  The Seasons    Lunch $14 
Staying Healthy in Retirement     Cindy Colglazier  
Nurse Practitioner Cindy will lead a discussion and share tips for keeping   
ourselves healthy and strong in our retirement years.  

 
 
 
 

Community Service  
   Rita Simon  
      812-988-7938     
      ritasimon.lo@gmail.com  
 
Member Concerns and 
Services 	
			Donna Ormiston 	
      812-988-6418  
    dlormiston@sbcglobal.net  
 
Necrology  
   Lois Gredy  
      812-988-4066  
      loisgredy@aol.com  
 
Calling � 
   Dot Ryan-Owen (A-K)  
      317-695-5821  
      darowen@sbcglobal.net  
 
   Linda Todd (L-Z) 
      812-2872489 
     ljtodd@gmail.com 
 

 NATIONAL  

HOLIDAYS: 

Look for membership form for active and associate  
membership at the end of the newsletter.   
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BROWN COUNTY HEALTH AND WELLNESS GARDENS PROJECT 
Members will soon be ready to tend the garden and brighten the gazebo with colorful blossoms so 
that residents will have attractive areas to visit outside.  If you are able to help with clean up and 
planting, please let us know.  If you could loan us a family member or friend who is willing to plant in 
your place, we will make that volunteer welcome!  The calendar for signing up to water will be 
available at the meetings.  We need people to commit to 2 watering days each week till Fall returns.  
We have found that working in pairs makes the task go faster and is more fun.   It is an effort which 
rewards volunteers with the appreciation of grateful ladies and gentlemen residents and their families.  
 
 

 
 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 
Members of BCRTA find projects all over the county to give hours of their time as volunteers.  Please 
be sure you are keeping track of hours spent, including travel time, so that we can inform the 
Legislature of the work we provide in our communities.  When I began writing this newsletter the “13th 
check” was in danger of being dropped without any replacement.  However, thanks to those who 
answered the Call to Action (sent out to us by Kathy Smith-Andrew) the final version of the budget 
DID include funding for that check.  We need to be sure our lawmakers understand the value of 
retired teacher providing service hours across the state for the good of the communities in which we 
reside. Keep up your good works, keep track of the hours, and remember to turn in your report to Rita 
Simon at the end of the year.  
 
 

ANOTHER OPPORTUNITY 
The IRTA Representative Assembly is scheduled for June 12th at Primo South in Indianapolis.  It is a 
combination of a learning time, an action time, and a good time.  Please let President Bev know by 
May 30th if you can attend. 
 

MEMBER  CONCERNS 
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Do you know of a retired teacher who is dealing with a personal or family member’s health issue?  
How about one of ours just needing a cheerful message?  Donna Ormiston has cards and stamps 
and a heart full of positive messages.  Contact her so that our group can offer our support.        
812-988-6418   or   dlormiston@sbcglobal.net   
 

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES 
 

If you are on Kathy’s list, you are receiving updates and information on the Legislature’s education- 
related activities.   
 
She will give us a report at the May meeting.   

 
MEMBERSHIP 

 
Susan Ridge and Jan Swigert continue their efforts to bring new members into our fold. We’d love to 
see more new faces when we meet.  Have you met any new retired teachers now living in Brown 
County?  Let them know about us.  We will gladly send them a newsletter.   
 

BCRTA SUPPORTS 
 
Remember that there are several causes we support financially: 
 

• Carol Walker Thank a Teacher Fund provides $$ to a teacher to purchase materials for the 
classroom. 

 
• Flower Fund provides $$ to buy flowers to plant at Brown County Health and Living Center. 

 
• You can also donate to the Backpack Fund which sends food home with kids for the weekend. 

 
 

FOR YOUR CONSIDERATION 
 

Do you suppose cats probably think we are cleaning our ice cream? 
 
Here is a list of three things that are invisible: 

1. 
2. 
3. 

 
Since we drive on parkways and park on driveways, shouldn’t those words be reversed? 
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MEETING DATES 
         

Tuesday, May 14 ............................ 11 a.m........................................ Tour Eagle Manufacturing 
   Brown County High School  
   Eat at Casa del Sol after 
 
Tuesday, June 4 ............................. 10 a.m....................................... Executive Board Meeting 
        
 
Tuesday, June 11…………………… 1 p.m. …………………………… Tour of T.C. Steele 
 
 
Tuesday, September 3 ………………. 10 a.m. …………………………… Executive Board Meeting 
        
 
Tuesday, September 10 ....................... 12 Noon……………………….… Luncheon Meeting  
  Methodist Church 
   Woodworkers 3 
   Roush, Swigert, Walters 
 
Tuesday, October 1 …………………… 10 a.m.  …………………………… Executive Board Meeting 
       
 
Tuesday, October 8 …………………… 12 Noon……………………….… Luncheon Meeting  
  Seasons Lodge 
   Staying Healthy in  
   Retirement – Cindy 
   Colglazier 
 

RESERVATIONS 

To attend luncheon meetings you must have a reservation. If you are unable to attend the luncheon, 
you are responsible for the cost as BCRTA must pay our vendors for the reservations which have 
been made. Please honor this commitment. Reservations must be made by the  Friday, before 
the meeting.  
 
To make a reservation:  
 
If your last name begins with letters A to K Call or email Dot Ryan:  

Dot: Phone, 317-695-5821   E-mail, darowen@sbcglobal.net  

If your last name begins with letters L to Z: Call or email Linda Todd:  

Linda: Phone, 812-287-2489  E-mail, ljtodd@gmail.com  
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MEMBERSHIP DUES 
 

SEPTEMBER 2019--SEPTEMBER 2020 DUES 
 
Our membership dues match the school year, September to September.  The dues for 
this year, 2019 - 2020 are $10 for regular members and $5 for associate members.  
Dues are payable at our September meeting.  You may also use the form below and 
mail your dues to Linda Todd or bring to the meeting. 
  
Annual dues are payable at meetings or may be mailed to:   
      Linda Todd, Treasurer 
      6249 Justin Ridge Road 
      Nashville, IN  47448 
      Phone:  812-287-2489 
 

BCRTA MEMBERSHIP FORM   
SEPTEMBER 2019-2020 

Name:______________________________________________________ 

Phone:  ___________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:  ______________________________________________ 

Email:______________________________________________________ 

 

Dues are $10 for Regular Membership and $5 for Associate 

Membership  

Regular Membership _____    Associate Membership ______ 

Check one:  ______ Renewal   ______ New 
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IRTA MEMBERSHIP 
 
BCRTA encourages membership in the Indiana Retired Teachers Association.  The IRTA lobbies the 
legislature repeatedly for a cost of living increase in your retirement check and also for the 13th 

check/stipend that you have been receiving.  They also address retirement and educational issues for 
active teachers and administrators.  Over 20 companies offer discounts or benefits for IRTA members 
including discounts for AT&T and Verizon. 
 
To join IRTA, fill out the following form or go online to retiredteachers.org and click on membership.  

 
INDIANA RETIRED TEACHERS ASSOCIATION 

 
REGULAR AND ASSOCIATE  MEMBERSHIP 

 
Regular Membership:  For retired teachers and administrators that receive a pension 
from the Indiana State Teachers’ Retirement Fund 
 
Associate Membership:  For any active teacher or supporter of education (such as a 
spouse) that does not receive a pension from Indiana State Teachers’ Retirement 
Fund 

Regular  $35.00 year  ______  Associate $15.00 one year   _______ 
        $40.00 three years ______ 
        $65.00 five years _______  

  
Name:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
County:  __________________________________ 
 
Address:  __________________________________________________ 
 
City :__________________________State:___________Zip:_________ 
 
Phone:  ___________________________________________________              
 
Email:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
To join by mail:  Send completed form with a check to Linda Todd (6249 Justin Ridge 
Road, Nashville, IN  47448) or mail this directly to the IRTA office at 2629 Waterfront 
Parkway East Drive, Suite 105, Indianapolis, IN 46214 

 
Please make separate checks for BCRTA and IRTA.
 


